SAMPLE QUESTIONS:  Please note that the three questions below are generally more difficult than the exam questions, which is why these questions were not included on the exam (Answers appear at bottom of page).

SAMPLE 1:   A band of neighborhood kids liked to play loud music outside Jane’s window.  Instead of scolding them or asking them to relocate, Jane came up with a different strategy:  She offered to pay the kids to play music for her.  Then, each day she reduced the payment amount  until the kids eventually decided that they weren’t being paid enough and just quit.  Jane’s strategy most closely reflects the creativity-enhancing technique of
A.
forced-relationship.

B.
lateral thinking.

C.
applied imagination.

D.
synectics.

SAMPLE 2:  In comparing the problem-solving strategies used by novices and experts, researchers such as Chi, Feltovich and Glaser have found the biggest difference to be in the way the two groups 
A.
classify the problems.

B.
work through the equations.

C.
deal with irrelevant variables.

D.
choose the right formulas to apply.
SAMPLE 3:  The encoding specificity principle predicts that

A.   
cramming for a test will not be as effective as spreading out your study time over a period of days or weeks.

B.  
the best way to remember information your are studying is by making it relevant to your own life.

C.  
you can remember information better if you organize it into categories.

D.  
if you study for an exam while you are drunk,  you will do best if you are also drunk when you take the exam.

ANSWERS

Sample 1:  The answer is B.  This is an example of lateral thinking because instead of coming up with a typical solution that involves discouraging the kids from playing music, Jane moved sideways to a different kind of solution in which she rewarded the kids for playing and then reduced the reward over time.

Sample 2:  The answer is A.  Chi, Feltovich and Glaser found that experts classify physics problems based on the physical principles needed to solve them (e.g., Newton’s first law of mechanics) whereas novices classify the same problems based on superficial characteristics (e.g., whether the problem involves a lever or pulley).

Sample 3:  The answer is D.  The encoding specificity principle is confirmed by research on state-dependent memory, which indicates that the individual’s state of mind at the time of encoding is a cue that can be useful in retrieving information from memory if the same state can be reinstated at the time of retrieval.

